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MARINE CORPS ORDER 1326.7D

From:  Commandant of the Marine Corps
To:    Distribution List

Subj:  SELECTION AND SCREENING CRITERIA FOR MARINES ASSIGNED TO
       MARINE HELICOPTER SQUADRON ONE (HMX-1)

Encl:  (1) Screening Guide
       (2) HMX-1 Applicant Screening/Interview Form
       (3) Pilot Qualification Form

1.  Purpose.  To establish assignment criteria and to issue
instructions relative to the selection and screening of Marines
for duty with HMX-1.

2.  Cancellation.  MCO 1326.7C.

3.  Information

    a.  HMX-1 is the designated Presidential helicopter support squadron based 
at Quantico, Virginia.  Secondary missions include administrative support for 
Headquarters, Marine Corps in and around the Washington, DC area; 
administrative and tactical support for the Marine Corps Combat Development 
Command;operational test and evaluation of rotary wing aircraft; and
search and rescue/medical evacuation for the local area.

    b.  Marines from various military occupational specialties can expect to 
be screened for duty with HMX-1.  The experience gained from such an 
assignment can make a meaningful contribution to a Marine’s career development 
pattern.  The normal tour length is four years, but the Commandant of the 
Marine Corps (CMC)(MMOA/MMEA) retains authority to reduce or extend the tour 
length when necessary.

    c.  Enlisted Marines are normally selected for HMX-1 by CMC (MMEA).  
Officers are normally selected for HMX-1 based on recommendations provided by 
the Commanding Officer, HMX-1 to the CMC (MMOA).  Because the assignment is 
one of high visibility and great responsibility, all Marines assigned to HMX-1 
must meet specific and very stringent criteria.  Commanders are charged with 
the evaluation and screening of Marines to determine their initial 
qualification for the assignment.

    d.  Enclosures (1) through (3) provide criteria, and are to be used as a 
guide for commanders in screening Marines for duty with HMX-1.  Upon receipt 
of notification that a Marine is pending orders to HMX-1, commanders will 
follow the procedures set forth in the following paragraphs.
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4.  Screening

    a.  The purpose of an in-depth personnel screening is to ensure
that Marines meet the criteria for assignment to HMX-1 and can
withstand a rigid, extensive, and comprehensive Single-Scope
Background Investigation (SSBI).  The determination of
individual suitability is a subjective and judgmental decision
based on current Secretary of the Navy and Office of the
Secretary of Defense guidance.  While the squadron seldom
deviates from the published criteria, it does look for the most
suitable individual, not just someone qualified to fill a billet
requirement.  Specific guidance may be obtained by calling the
HMX-1 Security Administration/Counterintelligence section at DSN
278-4893/4953 or COML (703) 784-4893/4953.  Direct FAX available
at DSN 278-2919 or COML (703) 784-2919.

    b.  Initial screening of Marines for HMX-1 duty is the
responsibility of the Commanding Officer who has access to the
Marine’s service and health records.  The Screening Guide,
enclosure (1), contains basic eligibility requirements.  It
should be reviewed to ensure that the Marine is generally suited
for duty with HMX-1.  

    c.  If deemed suitable for assignment, the HMX-1 Applicant
Screening/Interview Form, enclosure (2), will be used to
determine whether a Marine is qualified for duty with HMX-1. 
Pilot applicants must also complete the Pilot Qualification
Form, enclosure (3).  Both may be reproduced locally. 
Candidates for assignment must fill out these enclosures
completely and accurately.  Further screening, to include an
interview by local Counterintelligence (CI) personnel, will be
conducted to determine if the individual can withstand a
comprehensive SSBI.  (A SSBI will not be initiated during the
screening process.) Enclosure (2) will be used as a guide by
which CI personnel conduct their screening.  If CI personnel are
not available, the Commanding Officer will conduct the
screening.  Additionally, the HMX-1 Fleet Information Team will
provide counterintelligence personnel to conduct personal
interviews during their annual information/screening trips.

    d.  The Commanding Officer will ensure that the results of
these screenings are forwarded to HMX-1 Security Administration
section within 30 days of receipt of message, or Automated
Orders Writing Process (AOWP) orders utilizing the FAX/telephone
numbers and address provided in Paragraph 5.  The pilot
qualification form will be forwarded to the HMX-1 Adjutant.   
 
    e.  If the Marine is found unqualified for assignment,
contact CMC (MMOA/MMEA) via message within five (5) days stating
SNM is unqualified for duty with HMX-1, upon which the Marine
will be reassigned.
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5.  Application/Nominations

    a.  Individuals may request assignment to HMX-1 via 
Administrative Action (AA) Form.  These applications are accepted
on a continuing basis from qualified personnel and should be
submitted to the CMC (MMOA/MMEA) via the chain of command.

    b.  To the maximum extent possible, Marines nominated for duty
with HMX-1 should be identified between 6 to 12 months in
advance.  This will allow sufficient time for processing the
required SSBI.

    c.  Direct liaison is authorized between unit commanders and
HMX-1 for questions regarding suitability for assignment.  The
HMX-1 Adjutant can be reached at DSN 278-2421/2/3/4; Security
Administration at DSN 278-4893/4953 or at COML (703) 784-4953. 
Direct FAX available at DSN 278-2919 or COML (703) 784-2919.

    d.  The mailing address for Security Administration is: 
Commanding Officer, HMX-1 ATTN:  SECURITY ADMINISTRATION, 2102
Rowell Road, Quantico, VA 22134-5064.

6.  Reserve Applicability.  This Order is not applicable to the
Marine Corps Reserve.

DISTRIBUTION:  PCN 10201100500

     Copy to:  7000100 (55)
               7000093/8145005 (2)
               7000099,144/8145001 (1)
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                    SUMMARY OF CHANGES TO MCO 1326.7C

1.  Addresses both Enlisted and Officer Marines.

2.  Enclosure (2) has been reformated and updated.

    a.  Enclosure (2), General Service Privacy Act Statement,
        was deleted and incorporated with Enclosure (3), HMX-1  
        Applicant Screening Form, into Enclosure (2), HMX-1 
        Applicant Screening/Interview Form. 

3.  Added Pilot Qualification Form as enclosure (3).

4.  Enclosure (4), General Information, has been deleted and
    incorporated into paragraphs 3 and 4.

5.  Emphasized the local C.O.’s responsibility.

6.  Updated phone numbers and included FAX number.

7.  Deleted requirement for SF-86 Form prior to detaching.

8.  Deleted requirement for Raised Seal Birth Certificate prior
    to detaching.

9.  Deleted requirement for Single-Scope Background
    Investigation (SSBI) during the screening process.

10. Added procedures if SNM is found unqualified for duty with
    HMX-1. 

                                                                                        
                                         









      






















